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the many varieties of athletic sport at the Universities—•
and we have now cricket, fives, rackets, foot-races, rifle-
shooting, gymnastics, and every game that fills the pages
of Bell's Life, except the profoundly mysterious 'knur
and spelP—boating has a clear pre-eminence, and the
boating-man is the purest type of the genuine University
athlete. He is to the devotees of other amusements what
the game-fowl is to the Dorking, or the carrier-pigeon to
the tumbler. He exhibits all the typical characteristic tastes
and habits in their most characteristic form. Rowing fulfils
all the requisite conditions by which an undergraduate's
amusements must be fitted to his liking. It goes on all the
year round, and interferes with his studies; it requires a
great deal of very hard and disagreeable work; it rubs holes
in his skin, raises blisters on his hands, and gives him a
chance of an occasional ducking; when pursued to excess,
it may even injure his health for life; and it gives him an
excuse for periodical outbursts of hilarity, which, if skil-
fully managed, may lead into scrapes with the authorities.
To these charms it adds another which is especially attrac-
tive to Englishmen. An Englishman is greedy of enjoy-
ment; he likes to cram into a few minutes what a foreigner
would spread over hours; if he means to get drunk, he
indulges in strong drinks; he despises the feeble liquids by
which the desired goal may be gradually and circuitously
approached. A German student, it is credibly reported,
has been known to intoxicate himself with Bavarian beer,
a liquid which might be expected to produce more risk of
bursting than of drunkenness. An English student would
as soon think of drowning himself in the great tun of
Heidelberg: if he does get drunk, he does it with a will,

